St. Andrew’s Montessori School
Newsletter, April 2026

Dear Parents,
Welcome back to the Summer Term at St. Andrew’s Montessori!

We hope you all had a lovely Spring break. Last term was truly wonderful, filled with so many special moments —
especially our Easter fun and the fantastic Easter Bonnet Parade.

We are very much looking forward to the term ahead, with lots of exciting outdoor learning as the weather becomes
warmer and sunnier. The children will enjoy activities such as water play, exploring our outdoor classroom, and
getting involved in planting and nature-based learning.

Our ‘Parents Friday Morning’ starts on 1st May; parents are welcome to come in with their children from 8:45am and
stay until 9:30am.

All extra- curricular activities will begin from Monday the 27t of April.

Church Building Update

As many of you may know, the church spire has needed repair for some time. We are delighted to share that the funds
have now been successfully raised for the work to go ahead. Both the church and nursery will continue to run as normal
while the repair works take place. Scaffolding will begin to be installed from next week. During this time, there will be a
temporary route in place to access the school. Please follow the map shown in the image below for drop-off and
collection. This temporary arrangement will be in place until Friday 1st May, by which time the scaffolding is expected
to be fully assembled.

We would like to thank you all for
your continued support and
understanding. Safety remains
our top priority, and we will
ensure everyone is kept updated
should anything change. If all goes
to plan, the works are expected to
be completed by Christmas 2026.

Proposed
Exclusion

If you would like to find out more
about the church and this
project, please see the BBC News
article below:

Read the BBC News article

Bridgeman Rd

Bridgeman'Rd
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https://www.facebook.com/itvnewsmeridian/posts/a-grade-i-listed-medieval-church-in-sussex-has-been-having-repairs-and-improveme/923156503550593/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

New Children
A big warm welcome to all the new children joining us this term; we’re so happy to have you! We’re looking forward to
helping everyone settle in and begin their nursery adventures with us! St. Andrew’s Montessori is there for the children

every step of the way.

Author of the term — Lucy Cousins

As part of the National Year of Reading 2026, we are continuing to promote a strong love of books and reading
throughout our school. Each term, we will celebrate a different author to inspire the children’s interest in stories and
language.

Last term, the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the work of Julia Donaldson. This term, we are excited to
introduce Lucy Cousins, best known for her much-loved character, Maisy.

Within the school, we have created a dedicated Author Corner, where the children can learn more about Lucy Cousins,
see what she looks like, explore her books, and make connections between her stories and their own learning.

We would love for parents to support this at home by sharing some of Lucy Cousins’ books with your children. This
collaboration helps to strengthen their enjoyment of stories and nurture a lifelong love of reading.

The link provided also includes helpful guidance for parents, alongside information on literacy, reading, and language
development.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/parent-support/

Animal Bags and Show and Tell

Each class will have a special animal bag that children can take home over the weekend. Inside, you will find a collage
book where your child can stick in a photo of their time with the animal. This forms part of our “show and tell,” where
the children will have the opportunity to share their experience with the class during the following week. If your child
brings home the animal bag, we kindly ask that it is returned on Monday with the book completed and ready for
presentation. Please don’t feel you need to add lots of detail—one photo is more than enough. If you are unable to
print a photo, you are very welcome to email it to the school office, and we will help your child add it to the book at
nursery. This is a wonderful opportunity to build confidence, communication, and social skills, and the children will also
enjoy learning some fun facts about their chosen animal.
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Understanding the new Ofsted Report Cards and Grades

You may have noticed in the media that the way Ofsted grades schools has changed since November 2025.

Ofsted no longer give schools one overall judgement and there is a new language for grades in eight different areas
including attendance and behaviour, achievement and personal development.

New grades from November 2025:

- Exceptional

- Strong standard

- Expected standard

- Needs attention

- Urgent improvement

The old terms of Outstanding, Good, Requires Improvement and Inadequate will no longer be used in future
assessments.

A typical school report card can be seen below, with a coloured circle for each area inspected.
New grades from November 2025 Old language

Exceptional utstandi

Strong standard (X ]
Expected standard 00O

Needs attention (@)

Urgent improvement

Ofsted have released a guide for parents to help explain their changes. In this, they say that “It's
important to understand that the new grades can't be compared to the old ones" and that "The
‘expected standard’ is just that — it means the school or other provider is doing everything that it
should be doing".

Ofsted have said they expect schools to be graded as the ‘Expected Standard’ in most areas as it is
a high standard; with perhaps some ‘Strong’ areas and ‘Needs Attention’ in other areas.

You can watch Ofsted’s video guide for parents below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kblOFvY976g

St. Andrew’s Montessori is likely to be inspected soon, and we welcome the opportunity to show what we do well.
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General Daily Routine and Requests

To help us maintain smooth operations at school, we kindly ask that parents inform us via email of any changes that
may impact the children, the school, and safety protocols. This includes updates to your mobile/work telephone
numbers or address, changes to your child’s collection agreement (along with updated photographs), new medical
conditions, or any planned trips away. We also want to thank you for your continued efforts to stick to our set drop-off
and collection times. Arriving promptly helps ensure that the whole school can start their day together, without anyone
missing important updates or plans. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated!

Sunshine’s here!

As the weather is becoming warmer and we begin to spend more time exploring our outdoor environment, we kindly
ask that you provide your child with a sun hat and a bottle of sun cream. Please ensure that both items are clearly
labelled with your child’s name, as they will be kept at the nursery for daily use. This will help us to keep all children safe
and comfortable while enjoying the sunshine.

Parents as partners

We are very proud of the strong and trusting relationships we build with our families, and we truly value parents as an
important part of our school community. We actively encourage parents to be involved in school life, whether that is
by coming in to read a story, lead a small activity with their child’s class, or share a special interest or skill. We also love
inviting parents to talk to the children about their jobs and what they do. The children are always fascinated by learning
about the people around them and the many different roles in our community, and these visits help to inspire them
and broaden their understanding of the world and their own potential.

Parking

We kindly ask all parents and carers to be mindful when parking on the street during drop-off and pick-up times. If
you're stopping, even just for a few minutes, please remember to switch off your engine. It may seem like a small thing,
but reducing engine idling makes a big difference to the air our children breathe and helps care for our environment.
Thank you for your continued support and consideration!

Notice period

While it is sad to say goodbye to our families and children as they head off on their next academic adventure, we are
excited that they leave us well-prepared, confident, independent, and with a true love of learning. With this in mind,
we would like to respectfully remind all parents of our notice period, which is laid out in our Terms and Conditions. A
clear, full academic term's notice must be given in writing before the first day of term. This means, for example, if you
wish to withdraw your child at the start of the Spring Term, you must tell us in writing before the first day of the Autumn
Term. If you provide notice at any time during a term, such as during the Spring Term, the Summer Term fees will be
due in full. The term dates will be communicated regularly and are available on our website and on the newsletter.
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Our School Projects

Sarah and Dimitra’s Class

My Brilliant Body

The children will explore the human body, learning about the brain, five senses, skeleton, muscles, and key systems such as the heart, lungs, and digestion.
Through hands-on activities and movement-based games, they will begin to understand how their bodies work, how the brain controls movement, how bones and
muscles support us, how we use our senses, and how the body breathes, pumps blood and turns food into energy.

Anais’ and Uzma’s Class

lam an Artist

The children will explore the colourful world of art by learning about artists from around the world, discovering where they are from and what makes their work
unique. They will experiment with a range of styles and techniques, getting creative, messy, and inspired along the way. Through this, the children will enjoy creating
their own versions of famous artworks while developing their imagination and expressing their own ideas.

Simona’s Class
Around The World In 170 Days

Children will embark on a remarkable journey across North America, South America, and Australia. Through exploration of cultures, wildlife, habitats, science, art,
and environmental responsibility, they deepened their curiosity, independence, and global awareness. As they now prepare for their next transition into school,
they will do so with confidence, resilience, and a richer understanding of the wider world and of course ready for their next adventure.

Zurina’s Class

People Who Help Us and Occupations

The children will be exploring a wide range of occupations from doctors, nurses, firefighters, to astronauts, farmers, builders, teachers and chefs. There will be hands
on learning through role play, storytelling, outdoor activities, and creative tasks. The children's communication, social skills, and an understanding of the world will
be scaffolded by these enjoyable activities. By dressing up, building, and pretending, they will learn how these important roles help keep us healthy, safe, and happy,
all while fostering curiosity, confidence, and a love of learning through fun experiences.

Upuli’s Class

The Colour Show

Children will explore the world of colour through observation, creativity, and discovery. Children will investigate the primary colours, explore how colours mix and
change to secondary colours, and notice the many ways colour appears in everyday life. Through art experiences, simple science explorations, food observations,
and nature walks, children will develop an understanding of patterns, shades, and colour relationships. They will experiment with mixing colours, arranging colour
gradations, and recognising colour in natural materials, foods, and their surroundings. Children will also be introduced to some artists discovering how colours,
shapes, and lines can be used in different ways to create expressive artwork. The project will conclude with a Colour Show, where children will share and celebrate
their creations while reflecting on their journey of exploring colour'

Marta’s Class

Curious minds at work

The children will be guided by big questions such as “Why?”, encouraging them to explore, investigate, and make sense of the world around them. Through hands-
on experiences and meaningful conversations, they will begin to understand how and why things happen. They will explore a range of topics including volcanoes,
the human body, seasons, planets, and animals. These themes will help the children develop a deeper understanding of the world and recognise how these
elements play an important role in our daily lives and in how we experience and understand the world as humans.

All detailed weekly planning for the projects will be shared with you separately by your child’s teacher in the next weekly update - Thursday 30t April.
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Important Dates for Diaries

School outing - Friday 8" May - Information to follow
School Photos — Monday 11™ May - Information to follow

Parents day meeting week starting from - Monday 29" June — Time slots will be sent via
email

Choir performance — Thursday 2" July Information to follow
Yoga joining — Tuesday 7*" July — information to follow
Ballet watching — Wednesday 8" July — information to follow
Summer Party — Thursday 16" July — Information to follow

Bank Holiday school is closed — Monday 4" May and Monday 25" May

With our very best wishes,

Nina and the Team
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Term Dates

Summer Term 2026

Wednesday 22nd April — Thursday 16th July

Half-Term: Monday 1st June — Friday 5th June

Autumn Term 2026

Wednesday 9" September — Friday 11™ December

Half term — Friday 16™ October — Monday 2" November
Spring 2027

Thursday 7™ January — Friday 26™ March

Half term — Friday 12" February — Monday 22" February

Summer 2027

Wednesday 215t April — Wednesday 14" July

Half term — Friday 28" May — Monday 7t June
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