St. Andrew’s Montessori School

Newsletter, January 2026

Dear Parents,

Happy New Year and welcome back to the Spring Term at St. Andrew’s Montessori!

We hope you all had a lovely Winter break. Last term was incredible with all our Christmas festivities and our very first Nativity
which went so well, and thank you all so much for all your feedback. We're looking forward to a fun and engaging term ahead
filled with outdoor learning, creative exploration, and new projects.

Our ‘Parents Friday Morning’ starts on 16% January; parents are welcome to come in with their children from 8:45am and stay
until 9:30am.

All extra- curricular activities will begin from Monday the 12t of January.

New Children
A big warm welcome to all the new children joining us this term; we’re so happy to have you! We’re looking forward to helping
everyone settle in and begin their nursery adventures with us! St. Andrew’s Montessori is there for the children every step of the

way.

Parents as partners

We are very proud of the strong and trusting relationships we build with our families, and we truly value parents as an important
part of our school community. We actively encourage parents to be involved in school life, whether that is by coming in to read a
story, lead a small activity with their child’s class, or share a special interest or skill.

We also love inviting parents to talk to the children about their jobs and what they do. The children are always fascinated by
learning about the people around them and the many different roles in our community, and these visits help to inspire them and
broaden their understanding of the world and their own potential.

National Year of Reading 2026 - Author of the term — Julia Donaldson

We will be taking part in the National Year of Reading 2026, helping to promote a strong love of books and reading
throughout our school. As part of this, we will be celebrating different authors across the term. We are delighted to
begin by celebrating Julia Donaldson, whose stories are loved by all the children and are used throughout the year in
our daily reading sessions. We will be creating a dedicated author corner in the school where children can learn about
Julia Donaldson, see what she looks like, explore how her stories have been turned into books and illustrations, and
connect these with the stories they are reading today. We would love parents to collaborate with us in this by reading
some of these books at home as well, helping to strengthen the children’s enjoyment of stories and their love of
reading. The link provided also includes helpful guidance for parents, as well as information about literacy, reading
and language development.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/parent-support/
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Simona —Montessori Conference 2026 — Redefining Cosmic Education: For Today’s Child

We are delighted to share some wonderful news following our recent Montessori accreditation visit. One of
the inspectors formally recognised Simona’s outstanding work on her inspiring project, Around the World in
170 Days.

Through this project, Simona is taking the children on a rich sensory journey around the world, thoughtfully
weaving together culture, creativity and curiosity at every step. The project reflects deep Montessori
principles and beautifully brings Cosmic Education to life for our children.

As a result of this work, Simona has been invited to speak at the Montessori Conference on 21st February.
This is a fantastic achievement and a testament to the high-quality Montessori practice at St Andrew’s
Montessori. If you are interested in learning more about the psychology, purpose and impact of Cosmic Education in today’s
world, full details can be found via the Eventbrite link below, where tickets can also be purchased. We are incredibly proud of
Simona and the inspiring learning experiences she creates for our children.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/montessori-conference-2026-redefining-cosmic-education-for-todays-child-registration-
19039318644597aff=ebdsshios&utm experiment=test share listing

Understanding the new Ofsted Report Cards and Grades

You may have noticed in the media that the way Ofsted grades schools has changed since November 2025.

Ofsted no longer give schools one overall judgement and there is a new language for grades in eight different areas including
attendance and behaviour, achievement and personal development.

New grades from November 2025:

- Exceptional

- Strong standard

- Expected standard

- Needs attention

- Urgent improvement

The old terms of Outstanding, Good, Requires Improvement and Inadequate will no longer be used in future assessments.

A typical school report card can be seen below, with a coloured circle for each area inspected.
New grades from November 2025 Old language
Excaptionsl utstandi
Strong standard (X ]
Expected standard (X XX
Needs attention o

I Urgent improvement

Ofsted have released a guide for parents to help explain their changes. In this, they say that “It's
important to understand that the new grades can't be compared to the old ones” and that "The
‘expected standard’ is just that — it means the school or other provider is doing everything that it
should be doing".

Ofsted have said they expect schools to be graded as the ‘Expected Standard’ in most areas as it is
a high standard; with perhaps some ‘Strong’ areas and ‘Needs Attention’ in other areas.

You can watch Ofsted’s video guide for parents below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kblOFvY976g

St. Andrew’s Montessori is likely to be inspected soon, and we welcome the opportunity to show what we do well.
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Staff announcements

Last term we had some changes to our staffing structure, and we are pleased to share an exciting update. Sophie Dunnell, one of
the longest-serving members of our team, has evolved into a new role as Curriculum Coordinator, moving from her position as a
Montessori teacher. Sophie brings a wealth of experience, particularly in working with our eldest children and supporting them as
they prepare for their next steps beyond St. Andrew’s Montessori, including starting Reception and future schools. Sophie will
continue to work closely with the children, but in a more focused way. She will be extending and strengthening our curriculum, with
support for children who are sitting 4+ assessments. This will allow her to provide tailored, individual guidance where needed. If
you would like to speak with Sophie about your child or arrange a meeting to learn more about this support, please let the office
know and we will be happy to arrange this.

We are also delighted to welcome Saadia to the team as an additional Teaching Assistant. Saadia brings extensive experience in
childcare and has a calm, gentle and reassuring manner. She has settled in beautifully and the children already love her.

We are very proud of our team and the continued support they provide to the children at St. Andrew’s Montessori.

General Daily Routine and Requests

To help us maintain smooth operations at school, we kindly ask that parents inform us via email of any changes that may impact
the children, the school, and safety protocols. This includes updates to your mobile/work telephone numbers or address, changes
to your child’s collection agreement (along with updated photographs), new medical conditions, or any planned trips away. We also
want to thank you for your continued efforts to stick to our set drop-off and collection times. Arriving promptly helps ensure that
the whole school can start their day together, without anyone missing important updates or plans. Your cooperation is greatly
appreciated!

Parking

We kindly ask all parents and carers to be mindful when parking on the street during drop-off and pick-up times. If you’re stopping,
even just for a few minutes, please remember to switch off your engine. It may seem like a small thing, but reducing engine idling
makes a big difference to the air our children breathe and helps care for our environment. Thank you for your continued support
and consideration!

Notice period

While it is sad to say goodbye to our families and children as they head off on their next academic adventure, we are excited that
they leave us well-prepared, confident, independent, and with a true love of learning. With this in mind, we would like to respectfully
remind all parents of our notice period, which is laid out in our Terms and Conditions. A clear, full academic term's notice must be
given in writing before the first day of term. This means, for example, if you wish to withdraw your child at the start of the Spring
Term, you must tell us in writing before the first day of the Autumn Term. If you provide notice at any time during a term, such as
during the Spring Term, the Summer Term fees will be due in full. The term dates will be communicated regularly and are available
on our website and on the newsletter.
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Our School Projects

Sarah’s Class

Little Scientists

This term the children will be exploring the world through exciting, hands-on experiments. They will investigate gravity, magnetism, floating and sinking, simple
electricity, colour mixing, and the natural elements of our Earth. Through play, stories, creative activities and outdoor learning, the children will ask questions, make
predictions and discover how things work. They will build their curiosity, confidence, language and problem-solving skills along the way.

Dimitra’s Class

My Place In The World
The Children will be exploring how each of us is a small but important part of our amazing universe. The children will begin their journey with Space and Planet Earth,
before learning about the country and city we live in through exciting activities, storytelling, crafts, and creating their own booklets and maps. They will end the

journey by exploring and celebrating the diversity of our families and community, helping children develop an understanding of the wider world while
nurturing kindness, compassion and a strong sense of belonging.

Anais’ Class
How Many Animals Live In Our World?
Th children will explore a different group of animals each week: from farm animals and pets to ocean, woodland, safari, polar animals, and more! The children will

learn through songs, stories, movement, crafts, and lots of hands-on discovery using real objects and animal models. And who knows what amazing animals we will
meet along the way, what new sounds we will hear, and what exciting adventures we will have as we explore the wonderful world of creatures big and small.

Simona’s Class
Around The World In 170 Days
A continent-themed learning journey that invites children to explore the globe through 34 weeks (170 days) of hands-on, meaningful experiences. As they travel

from Africa to Australasia, children will learn about landscapes, animals, food, music, art, festivals, scientific explorations/experiments, and stories. These will be
helping with developing their knowledge and understanding of the world while building core skills across all areas of the EYFS and Montessori curriculum.

Zurina’s Class

Wildlife Around The World

The children will go on an exciting journey to discover amazing animals from around the globe. Through hands on crafts, lively songs, and fun, engaging activities,
they will explore fascinating facts about mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians and insects. Each week the children will be encouraged to create, sing, and
investigate as they learn how different animals live, adapt, and survive in their unique habitats. This project will spark curiosity, creativity, and a deeper appreciation
for the incredible wildlife that shares our planet.

Upuli & Uzma’s Class

The Solar System
To infinity and beyond, our little explorers are ready for lift-off this term with an exciting journey through space! Each week, the children will explore a new part of

the Solar System from ‘the big bang’ to the planets, the sun and moon, and even constellations and astronauts. Through stories, songs, experiments and creative
art activities, they will learn how our universe works. So, let's get our space suits ready and blast off into learning about our universe.

Marta’s Class

Let’s Explore Our World

This term, our children will be going on an exciting journey around the world! Beginning with the solar system and planet earth, they will explore different continents
and countries through stories, maps, music, art, role-play and hands-on activities. From Antarctica’s penguins to the colours of England and Macedonia, the
celebrations of Chinese New Year, the sights, sounds and spices of India, the wildlife of Africa, the Americas, Brazil’s carnival and the animals of Australia, children

will discover how people and places around the world are both different and wonderfully connected.

All detailed weekly planning for the projects will be shared with you separately by your child’s teacher in the next weekly update - Thursday 15t January.
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Important Dates for Diaries

School outings — Monday 23rd February and Friday 27*" March, - Information to follow

Parents day meeting week starting from - Monday 16" March — Time slots will be sent via
email

Yoga joining — Tuesday 24" March — information to follow
Ballet watching — Wednesday 25" March — information to follow

Choir performance — Information to follow

With our very best wishes,

Nina and the Team
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Term Dates

Spring Term 2026

Wednesday 7th January — Thursday 2nd April
Half-Term: Monday 16th February — Friday 20th February

Summer Term 2026

Wednesday 22nd April — Thursday 16th July

Half-Term: Monday 1st June — Friday 5th June

Autumn Term 2026

Wednesday 9t September — Friday 11™ December

Half term — Friday 16" October — Monday 2"° November
Spring 2027

Thursday 7™ January — Friday 26™ March

Half term — Friday 12t February — Monday 22" February

Summer 2027

Wednesday 215t April — Wednesday 14" July

Half term — Friday 28" May — Monday 7t June
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