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Welcome to our Spring Term - February 2024 Newsletter  

Dear Parents,  

Welcome back after Half Term, I do hope you all had a good break. We have lots of exciting plans for the remainder of term so 
please do note dates of the upcoming events on your family calendar.  

World Book Day Thursday 7th March 

World Book Day is one of our favourite celebrations at St Andrew’s Montessori. Books are an important part of learning at our 

school – whether it’s a beautifully told story that inspires imagination and creativity or a fact book that piques curiosity. There is 

nothing quite like curling up with a story that transports you to new places and broadens your horizons. Our children absolutely 

love reading and we support this in any way we can, whether it is taking out and returning books from our local library or dressing 

up as a favourite character on World Book Day. We would also love to invite in any parents or family members who might like to 

come in and read to our little budding authors and illustrators. If you feel this is an activity you would like to take part in, please do 

contact Nici, Becca or your little ones class teacher and we will be most happy to arrange this. 

Fundraising Fun  

I am sure you will all agree that fundraising is not only extremely worthy but a great way to teach children empathy and awareness 

of the wider community in a positive way. To this end we are very excited to announce that we are inviting you to enjoy our very 

own Spring Fete on the last day of term, Thursday 28th March 2024.  

This year we decided to support and help raise awareness of a charity very close to one of our amazing teachers hearts…. please 

see the following from Sefi below. 

“During our Easter Fair we are raising money for the Wiedemann Steiner Foundation, a charity with the mission of providing 
education about and, most importantly, research into Wiedemann-Steiner syndrome. https://www.wssfoundation.org/about/  
 
Most of you will never have heard of this syndrome, and nor had I until my beautiful niece Etta was diagnosed in 2022. Wiedemann-
Steiner syndrome (or WSS as it is known) is an extremely rare genetic disorder - one that cannot be tested for in the womb and one 
that is, at present, incurable. Children born with WSS are normally the result of a “de novo” mutation, that means that neither 
parent passed it down, rather it was just a sporadic and incredibly unlucky roll of the dice. 

 
WSS is what’s known as a spectrum syndrome, meaning that affected children can have a fairly wide-ranging scope of difficulties, 
though some are more common than others. These include intellectual disability, global developmental delays, sleeping and 
digestion issues, problems with their heart and kidneys, low muscle tone, amongst others… you get the idea. What these children 

go through is intense and given the rarity of the syndrome, it is the parents’ constant mission to educate medical professionals and 
other therapists about their child’s condition. 
 

https://www.wssfoundation.org/about/
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My niece Etta has had a rocky start in life, she is far below typical children of her age for weight and height; she has had surgery 
on her kidneys already with another looming, she has issues with her heart and last year developed pneumonia which was so acute, 
she was hospitalized for over a month and ended up being placed in a medically induced 
coma in ICU where she had a cardiac arrest. I am very pleased to say that Etta is now back 
home with her family and at the age of 2 and a half years has learned to take steps 
independently and say a few words (all the key ones like “mummy”, “snack” and “cheers”) 
with the help of numerous therapists and specialists. 
 
I am asking you today to spare whatever you can to give to the WSS foundation. With their 
help and aid, incredible medical research is able to happen into the development of WSS 
in utero and invaluable help and support is offered to those families trying to raise and 
support their children with WSS. With your help, we can take away some of the loneliness 
and confusion that families feel when they get that initial diagnosis, families like mine who 
battle to live their best lives possible in the face of such a rare genetic syndrome. 
www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-montessori-1707386823187 
 
Thank you so much,  
 
Sefi and Etta 
 

SPRING FETE THURSDAY 28th MARCH 2024 9.30am - 12.00noon   

All are welcome!  
(parents to be responsible for their children on the day and there will be no afternoon school on this day)  

  
Face Painting  

A perfect opportunity to turn your little monkey into a roaring lion or fairy princess!  

 
Easter Arts   

Lovely activities to keep your little ones entertained and laughing throughout the morning.   

 

The Great St. Andrew’s Montessori Bake off!  - 10 am 
Please note we are nut and seed free! 

  Let’s get competitive 😉! Completely a play on our favourite Channel Four show, we thought it would be fun to hold our own 

Bake Off! Each class group is invited to get together and collaborate beforehand with a view to submitting cakes for each of the 

following categories on the day.  

- The best sweet 

- The best savoury 

- The most obviously shop bought. 

We are delighted to have our very own Paul Hollywood, Mark Brealey judging this event on the day. Mark is an ex-parent and 

partner to our lovely Nina, so not only excellent taste in schools but also as an excellent KC will, we are sure, be able to judge with 

the utmost fairness. No favouritism to Nina’s class now Mark! First, Second and Third place stars will be awarded. Good luck 

everyone! 

Easter Bonnet Parade – 10.30 am. 

We thought it might be fun to have a Easter Bonnet Parade on the day of the Fete. We invite all parents together with their 

children to design a bonnet at home with a view to “walking the red-carpet catwalk” to copious applause at 10.30 am. 

 

Pie in the face – 11 am  
To add the proverbial cherry on the top, if we reach £1000.00 on our Wiedemann Steiner Foundation Justgiving page, 

www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-montessori-1707386823187,  Nici and Becca are stepping up their game and making 

themselves available for a good old Pie in the Face. (Come on, you know you want to 😉) 

Thank you all so much in advance for all your support, we look forward to seeing you all on the day! 

http://www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-montessori-1707386823187
http://www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-montessori-1707386823187
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School Chats  

As we progress through the school year, we are conscious of the pressure and potential anxiety some parents may be experiencing 

about the next steps, assessments and schools for their child. If you feel it would be at all helpful, please do drop Nici an email and 

she will be more than happy to have a chat about different options. 

Reminder about Eligibility Codes 

As many of you may be aware there has been recent updates regarding the early learning and childcare funding for 2-year-old 
children that comes into effect from 1st April 2024. Parents are advised to check their eligibility for the 2-year-old funding by 
visiting the following website www.childcarechoices.gov.uk If you are eligible, please do let us know by Monday 4th March 2024 
and we will then send further details. Please note that there have been no eligibility changes for 3- & 4-year-old funding, this 
remains the same. 
 
Deposit Return Reminder – Summer Term 2024 
As the end of the school year approaches, we are aware that many of our children will be preparing to go on to their next schools. 
While we ask for a terms notice in writing at the beginning of term, we thought it may be useful to offer the following to those 
families that know they will be leaving us in July. 
 
If you wish to give us your notice now, we will be happy to deduct your deposit off next terms fee's in the hope that this may prove 
more efficient for all concerned. If we can kindly ask you to let us know if your child will be leaving us in July and if you would like 
your deposit to be deducted from your Summer Term 2024 fees. 

  
General Daily Routine and requests   

Please inform us via email of changes that may impact the school in any way. Examples of these are as follows:  

· Changes to your mobile/work telephone numbers/address,  

· Updated photographs if you make changes to your child’s collection agreement,  

· Any new medical issues OR trips away  

We also really appreciate all efforts to keep to our hours at drop off and collection time. This enables us to start our 

morning/afternoon together as a whole school/class without anyone missing out on important titbits or plans for the day ahead.   

With our very best wishes,  

Samantha, Nici and the Team  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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Spring Term 2024 

Wednesday 3rd January – Thursday 28th March 

Half-Term: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 

Wednesday 20th March 2024 – Ballet Recital 

Tuesday 26th March 2024 – Yoga Joining Day 

Thursday 28th March – Spring Fete 

 

Summer Term 2024 

Wednesday 17th April – Thursday 11th July 

Half-Term: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 

Autumn Term 2024 

Wednesday 4th September – Thursday 12th December 

Half-Term: Monday 14th October – Friday 25th October 

Spring Term 2025 

Wednesday 8th January – Thursday 3rd April 

Half-Term: Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 

Summer Term 2025 

Wednesday 23rd April – Thursday 17th July 

Half-Term: Monday 2nd June – Friday 6th June 

 

  

  

  

  


